	
	Person
	Role
	Address

	To:
	Andy Dickinson
	Highways Client Service Manager
	Andrew.dickinson@milton-keynes.gov.uk
MK Highways, 

Synergy Park
Chesney Wold
Bleak Hall
Milton Keynes
MK6 1LY 

	To:
	Councillor Peter GEARY 
	Chair, Environment and Transport Select Committee 
	peter.geary@milton-keynes.gov.uk 



	Cc:
	Councillor John BINT 
	Environment and Transport Select Committee
	john.bint@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

	Cc:
	Councillor Vanessa McPAKE 
	Environment and Transport Select Committee,

Sustainable Transport and Road Safety Forum
	vanessa.mcpake@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

	Cc:
	Councillor Andrew BUCKLEY ,
	Environment and Transport Select Committee,

Sustainable Transport and Road Safety Forum
	andrew.buckley@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

	Cc:
	Councillor Hannah O'NEILL
	Cabinet Member for Housing and Regeneration,

Woughton & Fishermead Ward
	hannah.oneill@milton-keynes.gov.uk

	Cc:
	Councillor Stephen COVENTRY
	Woughton & Fishermead Ward
	cllrstevecoventry@talktalk.net

	Cc:
	Councillor Kevin WILSON 

	Woughton & Fishermead Ward
	kevin.wilson@milton-keynes.gov.uk 


From: Tinkers Bridge Residents' Association

State of pavements and roads on Tinkers Bridge
Tinkers Bridge Residents' Association would like action to considerably improve the state of the roads and pavements in the Tinkers Bridge Estate. We have long been aware of them being in a poor state, and have recently done a partial survey, recording 120 defects by photography, which are shown in the attached document.

The fact that 120 defects can be recorded in a residential area of less than 360 dwellings is, in our view, unacceptable. It implies that someone visiting a friend ten doors down the street will, on average, need to negotiate 3 such obstructions each way. We therefore call upon the council to considerably improve the situation, with regard to both the defects recorded in our survey, and other ones in the area. We recognise that not all of the defects fully meet the criteria detailed on http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/streets-transport-and-parking/roads-highways-and-pavements/code-of-practice-for-highway-inspections but argue that the number and severity of them is such that action needs to be taken. We note that the government publication “Prevention and a better Cure – Potholes Review” (April 2012) states that “Generally, trip hazards greater than 10 mm are of greatest concern” (section 2.13), and believe all our examples exceed this limit.

Tinkers Bridge is one of the seven priority neighbourhoods selected for the Regeneration:MK project, and it appears that routine maintenance has stopped until decisions are made within that project. We do not accept the validity of that position. It has been declared that some of these estates may not be touched by the Regeneration project for up to 15 years, and that life should not be put on hold for that period. It therefore also follows that required council maintenance on these estates should also not be put on hold. Regeneration work is not predicted to start until 2018-2019 (RegenerationMK FAQ, Q11), which is too long to wait for repair of these defects. In addition, there is considerable opposition in Tinkers Bridge to any demolition of houses, which makes it likely that, given that regeneration “will be a community led approach”, the existing networks of streets in Tinkers Bridge will be retained, so repairs to these roads and the associated pavements can be expected to have a life measured in decades.

Finally, we would remind the council of the possibility of claims for compensation if anyone suffers as a result of these defects. The photographs detail specific hazards, of which the council has been informed by this communication. It could also be argued that this complete documentation pack informs the council of the multitude of hazards within the area, so the council may not be able to claim lack of knowledge for any paving or road defect in the Tinkers Bridge area. It is our hope that  no injuries will occur, but if they do due to these defects, then the Residents' Association will support any claim a resident seeks to make against the council.

Please acknowledge receipt of the attached survey and this covering note.

